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30 Years Later…

Trusting God for the
future:
PHILIPPINES
Strong
churches
sending
missionaries out to their own
country and around the world.

VIETNAM
The light and freedom of the
Gospel to fill this country
through Christians who know
and live in its power.

BANGLADESH
Pastors
equipped
and
encouraged to share the Gospel
and raise up strong followers of
Christ in the midst of darkness.

www.vesselsofmercyministries.com

50 years ago a young, newly converted believer huddled in a bunker in
Southeast Asia as the sound of incoming mortars
filled the night.
His prayer was probably quite
similar to many other soldiers, "God, if you will just
get me out of here alive, I will serve you for the rest
of my life." That soldier was my father, he did make
it out, and I grew up hearing him speak of his
promises to God and God's promises to him. One
of those promises was for our family to go to the
mission field. As I reached high school I began to
think that if something did not happen fast, time was
running out, and members our family would be
grown up and heading in different directions. God's
timing is often not as early as we anticipate, but it is
never late.
30 years ago, in the summer of 1987,
when
I was 16 years old, our family moved
Our family in Sagada
to the Philippines. We were joining Joe and
1987
Pat Richter and family in Sagada, Mountain
Province where they did discipleship and
livelihood training. Dad helped Joe with a
Bible School that taught through the entire
Bible and filled a need for new and aspiring
pastors who had no formal Bible training.
In the years following Dad and Mom
would pastor a church and be part of another
Bible School closer to Manila until God opened
the doors for them to go to Viet Nam. This
In
nation had been in Dad's heart all along. In Viet
VietNam
Nam they were instrumental in forming an
mid
international fellowship that Dad would later
1990s
pastor for a time. This connected them with
people from all over the globe. It was those
connections that opened doors to minister in
Bangladesh, Thailand, Mongolia, Indonesia,
Singapore, China, and many other countries in
Asia.
About 10 years ago, God led Darlene and I to switch jobs for the purpose of
being more available to transition into full time mission work. It was something
we had expected to happen shortly after we were married, but God had some
plans of which we were unaware! We had always felt called to missions, and we
were eager to be in Asia. Little by little we spent more time overseas, until 4
years ago we began working full time with Vessels of Mercy Ministries.
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Over the past decades God has graciously
connected us with hundreds of churches in the
Philippines and Bangladesh. Because part of our
focus has been meeting felt needs we have been a
part of many and different livelihood projects in these
countries. It has been fun to
see God use everything from
fish to chickens, goats, pigs,
cows, rabbits, and turkeys as
a means to support those who
are spreading the Gospel. We
are thrilled to report that in
Bob Jr. with
Bangladesh, along with
a rabbit
sponsoring dozens of fresh
project in
water wells, work is underway
Sagada
on our 20th church/school
1988
building!
While the livelihood
projects are neat and necessary, what has brought us
the most joy over the years is the individuals with
whom we have been privileged to partner.
My
parents, by investing in individual lives, have
established a ministry foundation that leaves Darlene
and I tremendous room to grow. This past April, Dad
and Mom were able to return to the Philippines for a
precious 30 year reunion. That first batch of Bible
School students from Sagada are still going strong
and multiplying.
30 Year Bible School Reunion

Bringing God’s Mercy to the Nations
now leading groups in other nations. Kids in their
youth group are now traveling around the country
conducting pastor and leader's seminars. All the
testimonies of lives coming to Christ, believers being
baptized, and churches being planted would be hard
to fit in a book, much less a newsletter.
We are profoundly grateful for God's mercy to the
next generation of our own family, as we have
brought His mercy to the nations. We are thankful
that this is not the end of the story but merely a
stepping stone.

Bobby
in
Kenya

We are thrilled that our son Bobby will also be
starting his own long-term commitment to missions in
Kenya, where he will be working with DOOR
International in translating the stories of the Bible for
the Deaf. Our nephew Andrew is also answering the
call to missions and will be heading out for another 6
month assignment with YWAM in Nepal.
As we look back at 30 years of God's faithfulness
in Asia, we are equally amazed at God's faithfulness
in America. We recognize that any advances we
have made for the Kingdom have been a team effort
resulting from the fervent prayers and generous
support of so many friends and family over the years.
As we celebrate this milestone in the ministry, we
thank God for each one of you who have been an
important part of making it possible!
Thank you and God bless you!
Bob and Darlene McCoy
Bob and Evelyn McCoy

One of the students is now leading over 40
churches. Those who were just kids in their Sunday
School are now pastoring churches. Some who were
Bible School students have been sent out and are
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