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6 PIGS, 2 COWS AND 1 HORSE
In many tribal cultures throughout Asia, blood
sacrifices are still a common practice. Recently, on a
Sunday evening, we taught at an Bible School in the
northern mountain region of the Philippines. A man
was there who had recently become the pastor of a
church in a small mountain village. I asked him how
the Sunday morning service went, and was a little
surprised when he said it was very difficult.
He
explained that they are meeting in a house, but this
particular Sunday morning, they had to move to
another location because the people kept sacrificing
animals just outside and it was too loud to hold the
service.
I asked just how many animals they
sacrificed and he told me that Sunday morning they
sacrificed 6 pigs, 2 cows, and 1 horse as part of a
funeral that was ongoing. He expressed the difficulty
of being in a village with several pagan priests. He
also explained how paganism keeps the people there
in fear and poverty. They believe that if they don’t do
the prescribed sacrifices that evil spirits will haunt
them. This particular family had to sell one of their
fields just to be able to afford to buy all these animals.
Because they are a farming community, selling a field
is selling part of their livelihood. As we talked to him,
the reality of the darkness, fear, and poverty that
many in the village live under was evident.
We
encouraged him that the power and light of the
Gospel is greater than any darkness, and that things
will not always be as they are right now.
This is just one story from one Pastor. This last
month we were privileged to hold 2 seminars in two

Provincial Capitals with 180 pastors and leaders in
attendance.
We are thankful for Tom Kelby and
Hands to the Plow Ministries, for providing a study
guide to Colossians and for being here to teach the
seminar with us.
We had the opportunity to share at 3 different Bible
Schools. We were
also blessed to
have Pastor Jerry
Britton and his wife,
Angie, here for 10
days. As we visited
several local
churches, it was a
time of strength and
encouragement for
everyone.
The year 2020 has started off with quite a bang.
Two days after we arrived in the Philippines the Taal
volcano erupted. Earthquakes here continue to occur
regularly. Australia has had major fires, and Africa is
experiencing a locust invasion of Biblical proportions.
The threat of the coronavirus from China has the
whole world wondering. In the midst of all this
uncertainty, one thing is certain; God is still on the
throne, and in times of darkness, the light and hope of
the Gospel shine even brighter.
We have been
challenged not to look at the difficulties, but to have
eyes for the harvest. Jesus is the Prince of Peace.
We are thankful that Jesus paid our sin debt and we
no longer need to sacrifice 6 pigs, 2 cows and 1
horse. Thank you for standing with us through your
prayers and support to bring strength, hope, and
encouragement to the church in Asia. Thank you for
being a part of seeing people set free from darkness,
fear, and poverty. Thank you for being a part of
bringing God’s mercy to the nations!
God bless you,
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