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     I woke up around 4:45 a.m. to the sound of barking dogs and someone walking by yelling something.  They were 
selling some sort of breakfast food.  Why else would you walk just outside people's homes shouting at such an 
hour?  My mind turned to the days' events.  It was the first day of a two-day 
pastor's seminar in Bontoc, Mountain Province. I was thinking of Pastors 
and leaders in villages in all directions, that were probably already up. They 
were probably getting ready to come. Some perhaps had already left.  I 
prayed for their safety as they traveled.  The seminar did not start until 9 
a.m.  and before it started I was talking to some pastors. "We are excited to 
see you!  Thank you for coming!"  One pastor replied, "I left my house at 3 
a.m." And I had thought I was up early! He was probably praying for me 
before I prayed for him!  It is not uncommon for pastors in remote places to 
spend significant time walking before they get to a place where they can 
catch a ride into the city.  No need to speak on commitment or devotion! 

     As we have spent time with pastors and leaders at seminars, fellowships, and 
church visits the last two months one theme keeps jumping out at us.  It is 
growth. Just in the past few months many of the churches that we partner with 
are in the process of planting multiple churches and have started Bible studies 
in new locations.  This is happening from the north to the south, in the 
mountains and the lowlands.  People are hungry for God.  People are 
committing their lives to Christ. When we ask pastors how we can help them, 
we have been repeatedly encouraged to hear them say, "We need Bibles for new 
believers!" 

     We have also been personally encouraged by visitors who have come and 
been an expression of the love of Jesus.  One of our board members, and 

lifelong friend, Pastor Dave DeVlaminck came with a team of men from Momentum Christian Church.  Pastor Tom 
Kelby joined us for the 5th year in a row to hold seminars and equip leaders.  Pastor Jerry Britton and his daughter 
Kellie just left yesterday after a week of ministry and encouragement. 

     The growth we see is as different and beautiful as the people with whom we 
are partnering.  There is progress on church buildings, expansion of livelihood 
projects, new ministry locations, and many other natural signs of progress.  But 
the growth we are most excited about is the growth we see in people's lives.  We 
see greater peace, greater joy, greater desire to reach out to those in need, 
greater commitment to not just talk... but do something.   

     Thank you for being a part of this growth. Thank you for your prayers, your 
encouragement, and your support.  This year marks 30 years since our family 
first moved to the Philippines.  We stand amazed at all we have seen God do.  
Next month Darlene and I will head to Viet Nam and then on to Bangladesh.  
We have a great sense of expectation... it is a season of growth! 

God bless you, 

Bob and Darlene, Bob and Evelyn McCoy

P.O. Box 230231, Fair Haven, MI 48023 www.vesselsofmercyministries.com
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Prayer Requests: Travel 
March 8-30 - in VietNam 
March 30 - April 10 - in Bangladesh 
April 10 - back to the Philippines 

The end of March our son, Bobby, 
will visit Nairobi, Kenya.  He has 
accepted a position with DOOR 
International doing sign language 
translations of the Bible.
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